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Abstract:

This paper, entitled The Extent of Imam Al-Shafi'i's "Al-Risa’la" on
the Development of Usul al-Figh Literature: A Comparative Analytical
Study investigates the impact of Imam Shafi’i’s epistle (al-Risa’la) on the
writings in Usul al-Figh, as some academic circles dispute its potential ef—
fect. They argue that writings in Usul al-Figh paused for two centuries after
Shafi’i’s departure, i.e. from the 2" Islamic century to the 4. However,
there is a consensus among Islamic scholars that The Risa’la has a significant
influence on Usuli scholarly work. Of course, each party has their own evi-
dence to support their argument. Academically, this controversial issue can
only be settled by researchers seeking the facts and approving the logical
perspective.

Of the questions to be answered are: is it a fact that composition in Usul
al-Figh has paused for two years? Is it real that The Risa’la has not affected
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the enhancement of Usul al-Figh writing? And, is it true that The Risa’la it—
self is not an Usuli work in nature as it does not apply to the definition of
Usul al-Figh genre? To answer these questions, a comparative analytical ap-
proach has been employed by analyzing the extent to which The Risa’la in—
fluenced the composition of Usul al-Figh and then drawing a comparison
between the two views.

The researchers have arrived at some significant findings as the Risa’la is,
in nature, an Usul al-Figh book dealing with Usuli issues, and that writing in
the realm of Usul al-Figh did not stop after Shafi’i’s death, but continued
steadily. It has been noticed that Islamic scholars kept composing of the is-
sues of The Risa’la either in terms of explanation or building upon what
Shfi’i composed, or even criticizing some of his methodological tools like
analogy (qiyas), consensus (ijma’), and the deeds of al-Madina’s people.
Some of these works are already published, some are still manuscripts, while
others are lost, which might be the reason of denying the effect of The Ri-
sa’la. In brief, the study has concluded the effect of The Risa’la and the fact
that Usuli scholars never stopped their compositions in the field after

Shafi’i’s departure.

Key words Influence. Usul. Risala. Authorship. Third century. Fourth

century.
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