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Abstract

This study addresses the issue of coercion as one of the critical factors
affecting prescriptive rulings (taklif) according to the scholars of Islamic le-
gal theory (usiil al-figh). It presents a detailed analysis of conceptual distinc—
tions, specifically between compelling coercion (ikrah mulji’) and non-
compelling coercion (ikrah ghayr mulji’), and surveys the views of promi-
nent doctrinal schools such as the Ash‘arites, Mu tazilites, Hanafis, and
Hanbalis. The aim is to clarify how coercion influences the persistence or
removal of legal accountability, with a focus on the interplay of volition and
capability. The paper examines whether a coerced person remains legally
accountable when performing acts that are religiously mandated or prohib-
ited, and it analyzes the strongest view in light of textual evidences and the
overarching purposes of divine legislation. Furthermore, it explores practi-
cal implications of these theoretical differences—such as the validity of di-
vorce under coercion—by comparing opinions and favoring the one that
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aligns with both the objectives of Sharia and the consequences of legal rul-
ings. The study concludes that compelling coercion definitively nullifies le—
gal responsibility by scholarly consensus, while non-compelling coercion
remains a subject of dispute, and a nuanced approach is deemed more ap-
propriate. The study also recommends incorporating structured criteria for
coercion into contemporary Islamic jurisprudence to support justice and

uphold individual rights.
KCYWOI'dS: Coercion, Legal Obligation, Usuli Scholars, Compelling

Coercion, Divorce under Duress.
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