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Abstract:

This research aims to highlight the objectives of Islamic law (Maqasid
al-Shari'ah) found in the verse concerning the pledge of allegiance by wom-
en (Bay‘at al-Nisa’). The Maqasid-based approach to Qur’anic texts is one
of the most important methods of legal reasoning in Islamic jurisprudence.
It reveals the rationale behind legislation, helps in understanding the wis—
dom of rulings, and facilitates their proper application in the lives of those
accountable. Among the verses that encompass profound objectives in a
concise and eloquent manner is the verse in Stirat al-Mumtahanah:

“O Prophet, when believing women come to you pledging to you that
they will not associate anything with Allah, nor steal, nor commit adultery,
nor kill their children, nor bring a slander they have invented between their
hands and feet, nor disobey you in what is right, then accept their pledge
and ask Allah to forgive them. Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and Merciful.”
[Siirat al-Mumtahanah: 12]

This study approaches the verse from a Maqasid perspective, uncover-
ing the core objectives of Islamic law it contains, especially the five universal
necessities (al-dariiriyyat al-khams) identified by scholars of usil: the

preservation of religion, life, intellect, lineage, and property.
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The research relies on the interpretations of prominent scholars of
Magqasid, usill, and tafsir such as Imam al-Shatibi, al-Razi, Ibn ‘Ashiir, and
others, demonstrating how the verse—through its words and meanings—
clearly or implicitly points to these essential objectives, while also consider-
ing the contextual indications, structure, and interrelation of its phrases.

The study shows that although the verse addresses believing women, it
serves as a comprehensive foundation for the general principles of religious
commitment, as the Prophet (peace be upon him) also took a similar pledge
from men. This indicates the universality of its Maqasid—oriented message.
The verse’s gradual formulation—starting with the prohibition of shirk, fol-
lowed by financial, moral, and physical crimes, then slander of lineage, and
finally disobedience in good conduct—reflects a deliberate order based on
the severity of harms, which is a refined Maqasid-based methodology.

The research concludes that this verse is among the Qur’anic texts that
combine legislative clarity with foundational Maqasid principles. It estab-
lishes a binding covenant grounded in the protection of the five essential
objectives, aiming to ensure the welfare of the individual, the family, and
society within the framework of full servitude to Allah and adherence to the

commands of His Messenger (peace be upon him).
KCYWOI'dS: (Objectives, Essential Objectives, Women's Pledge of Al-

legiance).
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