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Abstract

The creed is the primary foundation from which faith emerges; there can be
no genuine belief without a solid doctrine. The Islamic creed serves as the corner-
stone of faith in Islam; without it, an individual cannot be considered a Muslim. The
texts of revelation, derived from the Quran and Sunnah, delineate the features of this
creed and clarify its principles for people. This creed encompasses both foundational
beliefs and branches. The foundational aspects are beyond the scope of ijtihad (inde-
pendent juristic reasoning) in any form; rather, they must be accepted and submitted
to unconditionally. Conversely, the branches of the creed are open to contemplation
and ijtihad, as they do not belong to the foundational principles. Ijtihad in subsidiary
doctrinal matters has been practiced since the time of the noble companions and
their followers, as well as by subsequent scholars. They engaged in ijtihad on these
matters without objection since they are not classified as definitive in terms of proof
and indication. The ruling on ijtihad in these areas is akin to that in jurisprudential
matters. The mujtahid (the one who exercises ijtihad) is rewarded for their efforts.
Scholars have acknowledged the validity of ijtihad in doctrinal branches and its out-

comes, refraining from labeling dissenters as disbelievers, sinners, or innovators.

Keywords :Foundations of Doctrine, Creed, Ijtihad, Branches of Doctrine.
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